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The internal purpose of this publication is to provide a Clearing 
House for secondary classical teachers in New York and vicinity or 
anywhere else ; to afford an opportunity to younger classical scholars 
anywhere for the publication of their more modest endeavors along 
the line of original work, which might not otherwise see the light ; to 
stimulate the teaching and quicken the student activity in the clas- 
sical work in the high schools of Greater New York. The external 
purpose is to establish one or more College-entrance-scholarships for 
the most successful graduates from high schools in New York City, 
to be awarded on a competitive examination. The proceeds over and 
above expenses will be devoted to a scholarship fund. The labor 
involved is a labor of love. 

TRUSTEES OF THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Arthur S Somers, Central Board of Education 
William E Waters, College Entrance Examination Board 



Latin Sight-Reading 

In reading Latin at sight, one must rely 
upon previously acquired knowledge, ransack 
his memory, and tax his powers of discrimina- 
tion before seeking outside help from grammar 
or lexicon. It does not imply instantaneous 
mastery of the thought any more than success- 
ful reading of English forbids seeing the sev- 
eral meanings possible to the words used. 
Accordingly, sight-reading need not be post- 
poned till late in a pupil's course, but should 
find place in daily recitation as soon as he has 
acquired a few fundamental facts of the lan- 
guage. Indeed, he knows only so much as he 
can thus apply, and at any point in his course 
the true test of his knowledge of Latin must 
be a sight test. To assign few sentences in 
the exact form in which he has previously 
studied them is an effectual check upon parrot- 
like recitation. The measure of his progress is 
his ability to make new combinations of famil- 
iar word-forms according to known principles 
of syntax. 

The aim of a teacher of preparatory-school 
Latin should be not that the pupils read under- 
standing^ so much of Caesar, Cicero and Ver- 
gil, but that they get such a grip on the lan- 
guage of those authors that they can read any 
of their writings or Latin of simpler style. Such 
a standard adopted in a class will be the great- 
est check upon surreptitious use of translations 
and to receiving undue assistance from elder 
brothers at home or stronger classmates in 
school. For if a pupil knows that the tests to 
which he will be subjected and upon which his 
standing depends will probably be sight-work, 
he will realize that constant use of crutches un- 



fits a man for standing firmly upon his feet 
when the necessity comes. 

Of sure methods for maintaining this stand- 
ard there is no categorical list. Along various 
highways and not a few byways pupils may be 
led towards the goal. The most essential re- 
quirements is thoroughness in all he learns. A 
half-knowledge is fatal. In the first year, the 
parodigms studied must become so familiar that 
the recognition of ordinary forms and their 
several possibilities shall be instantaneous and 
complete ; and the fundamental facts of syntax 
must become so much a part of his mental out- 
fit that the effort accompanying their applica- 
tion shall be imperceptible. The study of the 
second year must be the more specialized syn- 
tax of noun and verb and complex sentence 
structure. If these requirements be rigidly en- 
forced, so that no pupil shall be promoted at 
the end of the first year deficient in knowledge 
of Latin forms and at the end of the second 
deficient in knowledge of common prose syn- 
tax, thereafter there will be few failures. A 
pupil so equipped will have little difficulty in 
increasing his vocabulary and mastering the 
exceptional usages necessary to his further 
progress. 

Hand in hand with Latin reading must go 
prose composition, much of which should be 
sight-work. By this exercise a pupil is most 
readily familiarized with the Latin order of 
thought. The phrase must be mastered first ; 
for the units of expression are oftener phrases 
than single words. To develop facility in deal- 
ing with new words or further meanings of 
familiar words, one must learn the vocabularies 
of the first year by heart. Any good beginner's 
book will take care to introduce only words 
that recur persistently throughout a student's 
Latin course. He should study one funda- 
mental meaning of each word rather than a 
vague collection of synonyms, in the effort to 
retain which he is in serious danger of letting 
all slip. He will soon gain the trick of substi- 
tuting a more accurate English equivalent as 
the sense may demand. 

Attention should be paid to word derivation, 
and, in learning the common affixes, one should 
be warned not to confuse those resembling 
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in form. If the individuality of words be 
strongly impressed, so that upon their recur- 
rence there is prompt recognition, the pleasure 
is akin to that experienced upon meeting an old 
friend. Related words may be profitably stud- 
ied in groups, until the pupils take interest in 
the family history of a word, in its ancestors, 
its descendants, and especially its cousins ger- 
man in their own language. Much study-time 
is wasted in consulting lexicons for meanings 
of oft-recurrent words. It is an admirable fea- 
ture in school texts by which a word on its first 
appearance is printed in bold-faced type, en- 
abling a pupil to tell at a glance how much he 
is expected to know already. Word-lists, show- 
ing how often certain words are employed in 
the text, encourage a pupil to master as quickly 
as possible those he will meet oftenest. Con- 
cise lists of Latin idioms may well be com- 
mitted to memory. All such devices materially 
aid pupils in preparing for sight-work. But 
best of all is the practice of asking them to re- 
call where they have previously met a certain 
word or idiom ; and when a clever one mentions 
the place, let all turn to the passage and verify 
the answer, noting any difference there may be 
in the two uses. 

The objection that so much labor in sight- 
reading takes from the time necessary for fin- 
ishing required work may be overcome by tak- 
ing ten minutes each day to read some of the 
advance lesson. The pupils are not impatient, 
for they are preparing the next day's work; 
and the teacher has an opportunity of judging 
how every member of the class handles a new 
passage in Latin, and of making helpful sug- 
gestions on the best methods of studying. This, 
too, is the time to remark upon the normal Latin 
order and its variations, and to train the pupils 
to follow this order in translation as closely as 
possible, consistent always with good English. 
In assigning the lesson for the morrow the text 
read at sight should be rated at half its actual 
length. An occasion is given for sight-work 
whenever an hour is granted to a class for an 
unprepared lesson. A set of Latin texts, kept 
in the school-room, relieves the pupils from 
carrying their own books, and as this edition 
should be without explanatory helps of any 
kind, there is no temptation to consult notes 
or vocabulary during the recitation. 

Discourage guessing at the meaning of the 
Latin when it is mere guessing, only permitting 
conjecture to furnish the meaning of words 
to which the pupils have no clue save that sup- 
plied by the context. "Reading by the light of 
nature" may be the ideal way for savants, but 



it is hopeless for the tyro. Lastly, be ready 
yourself to supply the absolutely unknown and 
the unknowable from their point of view. Oc- 
casionally suggest an order to a knotty sen- 
tence, but be not over ready with help. Above 
all, insist that while one member of the class is 
trying to read that no prompting or other in- 
terruption shall come from the others. Other- 
wise, no real test of ability to read at sight is 
ever given to the slow plodder; for the quick 
ones are only too glad to display their attain- 
ments. One great advantage written work 
has over oral recitation is that it gives every 
pupil an equal chance to show what he individ- 
ually knows. 

To insure the best results from exercise in 
sight translation, care must be taken that a 
passage assigned is within the average ability 
of the class, and suited to their particular stage 
of advancement. This is not always an easy 
matter to decide; but in recent years many 
books of graded selections have been issued. 
For pupils preparing for college entrance ex- 
aminations, an excellent plan is to set repeatedly 
the question papers of various colleges, until 
through familiarity with such exercises their 
great and unreasoning fear of them shall dis- 
appear. For it is particularly true of Latin 
sight-reading that the way to learn to do is 
by doing. 

Anna Pearl MacVay 

Wadleigh High School 
New York City 

Announcement 

In fulfillment of the promise made to the 
Scholarship and Leaflet Patrons that we 
would remind them about two weeks before 
their subscriptions were due, announcement is 
herewith made that the statements for the first 
or second (as the case may be) of the five an- 
nual payments will be mailed on or about the 
first of November. Checks should be made 
payable to E W Harter, Treas, Erasmus Hall 
High School, Brooklyn. 



It is a matter of regret to the editorial com- 
mittee that neither our space nor our postage 
endowment permits us to give extended ex- 
pression to our great appreciation of the many 
evidences of good will and kindly interest 
which continue to come in from all sections of 
the countrv from the friends of The Leaflet. 



